ALLENBY IN EGYPT
officer conducting the case of the names of the Sirdar's
murderers.   The next step was to obtain the necessary
evidence.   It was decided to try to frighten a confession
out of the weakest member of the gang, a young Egyptian
student.   One of the other murderers was arrested, and
a report that he had confessed was allowed to appear.
The student and his brother, another of the gang, were
persuaded by the police agent that the confession had
actually been made, and on finding their house watched
by  the  police  were   instigated   into   a   terror-stricken
attempt to escape into Libya by the Western Desert,
taking with them the weapons which had been used in
the murder.   At the edge of the desert they were arrested,
and the weaker of the brothers, panic-stricken, confessed.
The arrests were made at the end of January, and by the
end of May seven men were placed on trial for the
murder.   Six were sentenced to death, of whom five were
executed, the student who had turned King's evidence
having his sentence converted to penal servitude.   The
police agent received the rewrard of ten thousand pounds
and a free pardon for the crime he had committed in
1915.    Such was the final act of a drama which had
considerable effect on the history of Egypt.    Allenby,
who had played one of the principal parts, left Egypt a
week after the sentences had been pronounced.
The event which led to Allenby^s resignation was the
sudden decision of the Foreign Secretary, Mr. Austen
Chamberlain, at the time of the crisis which followed the
Sirdar's murder, to dispatch to Egypt, without consulting
Allenby, a senior diplomatic official, who automatically
became the principal representative of the Foreign Office
in Egypt and Allenby's chief adviser. From the military
point of view it was equivalent to the supersession with-
out warning of a general's chief staff officer during an
important operation, and it was naturally regarded by
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